Juvenile arthritis with oligoarticular onset.
Patients with oligoarticular onset of juvenile arthritis form a large group that is heterogeneous with regard to clinical presentation, further evolution and outcome. The three established subgroups do not cover the whole patient population and are not always easily distinguishable at onset. Therefore, the outcome of children with oligoarticular onset is still, on the whole, unpredictable. Treatment has been very conservative, but, as part of it, the use of intra-articular corticosteroids is increasing and should be encouraged. The question of whether to give slow-acting anti-rheumatic drugs is a difficult one, as these have neither been studied nor recommended for use in persistently oligoarticular patients.